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12 trial is printed from the author's ſecond edition, 
even without alterin 9 ſuch phraſes as are peculiar to 
that denomination of chriſtians with whom he generally 
aſſociated, and whoſe ſtyle he adopted; and certainly the 
Quakers ought to think themſelves honoured even by this 
kind of relation to Mr. Elwall. Such firmneſs in the cauſe 
of truth, and ſuch preſence of mind in aſſerting and vindi- 
v it, as appear in this trial, are truly apuſtolical, and 

ad but few examples ſince the firſt promulgatiom of 


read this account of it (which is written with ſo much true 
2 perſpicuity, and ſtrength of evidence) without 
feeling the greateſt veneration for the writer, the fulle&t 
— — and love of the truth, and a able 
xeal in maintaining it. I ſhould even think it impoſitble 
for the moſt prejudiced perſon to read it attentively, but, 
if he uſe no violence with his own mind, he will receive 
ſome favourable impreſſions both of the author, and of 
that cauſe, which he ſupports with ſuch becoming dig- 
nig. and with a temper and diſpoſition of mind, in every ' 
re pe. worthy of a true chriſtian. ' 4 „ 
| great was the force of truth on this memorable deca- 
fion, that Mr. Elwall was honourably diſcharged, though 
he had certainly acted contrary to the expreſs laws of tha 
country, according to which this glorious man ought to 
have been ſentenced to a ſevere iſament, d 4 con- 
victed and avowed” bla/phemer. hat muſt a lover of 
truth, and of free enquiry, as ſubſervient to truth, think 
of ſuch laws, and of the ecclefiaſtical conftitution of the 
countries in which they are in force IM 
It is to be wiſhed that ſach à monument of the 
TRIUMPH. OF TRUTH might be conſtantly held out to 
the view of all mankind, and particularly in this country 
where it was exhibited, 
The Dedication of the treatiſe, on account of which 
Mr. Elwall was proſecuted, is dated the eighth day of the 
ſecond month, 1724; he ſpeaks of his trial in a treatiſe, 
entitled, A declaration againſt all kings and temporal powers 
| Aa under 
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1 P RE F A C E. 
under heaven, printed in 1732 ; and Judge Denton, before 
whom he was tried, went the Oxford circuit in 1726 and 
1728. From theſe circumſtances it may be concluded, 
that the former of theſe years is the date of this remark- 
able trial, eſpecially as in ſome part of the ſame year 
1726, Mr. Elwall publiſhed another defence of the uni- 
-  tarian ſyſtem, in a treatiſe which he entitled, Dagon 
Fallen before the Ark of God, which would probably have 
deen mentioned in the courſe of the trial, if it had been 
publiſhed at that time. | 
Since the writing of the above, the Editor has had the 
pleaſure of knowing many of Mr. Elwall's acquaintance, 
and particularly Mr. John Martin, of Skilts Park, between 
Birmingham and Alceſter, who was preſent at the trial. 
He is now (1788) in his eighty-fourth year, and perfectly 
remembers that it was in 1725, and he thinks it was the 
ſummer aflizes, becauſe the weather was very hot. The 
reputation of the trial drew many perſons to hear it, and 
himſelf among the reſt ; and, being acquainted with ſome 
of the ſheriff s men, he got a very convenient ſtation, at 
about an equal diſtance from the Judge on his left hand, 
and Mr. Elwall on his right, where he ſaw and heard to 
the greateſt advantage. The trial, he ſays, was in the 
morning, and the figure of Mr. Elwall, who was a tall 
man, with white hair, a large beard, and flowing gar- 
ments, ftruck every body with reſpe&. He ſpoke about 
an hour with great gravity, fluency, and preſence of mind, 
but what is printed is the ſubſtance of what he ſaid. 
The Judge gave the moſt obliging attention to him, and 
the confuſion of the clergy, when he pauſed, and waited 
for their anſwer, as mentioned in the trial, was very vi- 
ſible. During the trial, Mr. Martin ſays, he was ſtruck 
with the reſemblance of it to that of Paul. He does not 
recollect that the Jury brought in any verdict, but the 
Judge ſaid he was at liberty to go where he pleaſed. It 
s poſlible that the trial might not come to a regular ter- 
mination, on account of Mr. Elwall not having had a copy 
of the inditment, as mentioned in this account, 
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ECAUSE fo many perſons have earneſily defired to 
B read this trial, I have herepubliſhed a ws edition 
0 


it, in order to encourage all honeſt men, who have the 
eternal law of God on their fide, not to fear the faces of 
prieſts, who are generally the * adverfaries of liberty 
and truth, and the baſtions and bulwarks of all ceremonies, 
fopperies, and abſurd doctrines that are in the world. 
I do this for the glory of the Moſt High God, and for 
the honour of his ſacred law, and for the good of all my 
fellow oreatures; that they may obey God, and not man; 
Chrift, and not the pope ; the prophets and apoſtles, and 
not prelates and priefts ; and God knoweth this is my ſin- 
cere defire, that al] religion and ſpiritual things may be per- 
fectly free, neither forced nor hindered ; this being the true 
liberty of the goſpel of Jeu Chrift, who ſaid, The kings of 
the Gentiles exerci/e. authority, but it ſhall not be ſa with you« 
About fourteen years ago, I wrote a book entitled, ** A 
«« True teſtimony for God and his faced Law ; being a 
plain, honeſt defence of the firſt commandment of Ged. 
«« againſt all the Trinitarians under heaven, Thou ſhalt have 
* 20 other Gods but ne. | lived then at Wolverhampton, in 
Staffordſhire, where my anceſtors have lived about eleven 
hundred years, ever fince the Saxons conquered the Britons. 
When this book was publiſhed, the prieſts in the country 
began to rage, eſpecially the prieſts of Folverbampton ; 
who had a great hand in the ſeveral troubles I underwent. 
In ſhort, they never ceaſed till they had procured a lar 
indictment againſt me at Stafford aſſiaes; where I felt * 
power of God, enabling me to ſpeak before a very great 
number of people; being accuſed of hereſy, &c. But I truly 
anſwered, as my beloved brother Paul did in his day, wiz. 
In that way which ſeme call hereſy, ſo chuſe I to ſerve the 
God of my fathers, believing all that is written in the law 
amd the prophets. | | 
After the long indictment was read, I was aſked if 1 
pleaded'guilty, or not guilty, I ſaid I was not guilty of any 
evil, that I knew of, in writing that book; but if they meant 
whether'T wrote the book or not (for they had quoted many 
pages 0 book in that indictment) I owned I did write 
it; and chat if I might have liberty to ſpeak, I believed 


I ſhould make it manifeſt to be the plain truth of God 


A 3 | | Then 


6 The Trial of Mr. Elwall. | 
Then the judge ſtood up and ſaid, Mr. EIwall, I ſup- 
py you have had a copy of your indiftment ?”” I told him I 
1 


d not had any copy of it. Upon which he turned towards 
the prieſts, and told them that I ought to have had a cop 
of it. But they not anſwering, he turned to me, and ſaid, 
That if I would give bail, and be bound to appear at the 
next aſſizes, he would defer my trial till then. But I told 
him, I would not give bail, neither ſhould any man be 
bound for me; that if the Prince of Wales himſelf would, 
he ſhould not ; for, ſaid I, I have an innocent breaſt, and 
1 have injured no man; and therefore 1 deſire no other 
favour, but that I may have liberty to plead to the indict- 
ment myſelf. | ON 

Upon which he ſaid Tegen You may. The 
Judge having given me liberty of pleading to the indict- 
ment, I began my ſpeech with the ſacred firſt command- 
ment of God, viz. Thou Halt hade no other Gods but Me. | 
inſiſted upon the word Me being a ſingular; and that it 

was plain and certain, that God ſpake of himſelf, as one 

Engle perſon or being, and not three diſtinct perſons. 
And that it was manifeſt, that all the church of God, 
which then heard thoſe words, underſtood it in the ſame 
plain obvious ſenſe as I do; as 1s moſt evident from the 
words of the prophet Mo/es ; who ſaid to Iſrael thus; Unte 
zbee it *0as ſhewed, that thou migbteſt know, that the Lord be is 
God, there is none iſe befides bim; out of beaven he made thee 
Bear his voice, Ic. I told them, that from the words he, 
and Bim, and his, it was certain God was but one ſingle 
perſon, one ſingle he, or him, or hit. I told them that all 
the patriarchs from the beginning of the world, did always 
addre {:themſelves to God, as one ſingle being. O thou 
Moft High God, poſſefſor of heaven and earth; and Abraham 
ſaid to the king of Sodom, I hawe lift up my hand unto the 
Lord, the Moft High God, the poſſeffor of heaven andearth, &c, 
They knew nothing of a trinity, nor of God's being a 
plurality of perſons ; that monſtrous doctrine was not then 
2 nor of two thouſand years after, till the apoſtacy and 
Popery began to put up its filthy head. 5 

Then I told them, that all the prophets witneſſed to the 
truth of the ſame pure uncorrupted unitarian doctrine vf 
one God, and no other but be : Have we not all one F 5 
not one God created us? Then I told them the words. of 
God to Abraham, I am God Almighty, walk N aud be 

thou perfect; and by the prophet 1/aiah, To aubam ill ye likeu 
ave, or. Pall 1 be equal, ſaith the holy One, not the holy Three 
| APD INN ve 
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The Trial f Mr. Elwall. 7 
I told them that the words Me and One did utterly exclude 
any other perſon's being God, but that One fingle Me; and 
that God himſelf often teſtifies the ſame truth, by ſaying, 
Ts there any (rod befides Me? And then tells us plainly, 
There is no God, I know not any : I amthe Lord, and there 
is none elſe; there is no God be/ides me, Iſaiah xlv. 5. 


Now, ſaid I, let God be true, but every aliar, that is, 


every man that contradiQeth him; for he is the God o 
truth; be ſays, [/:ift up my hand to heaven, [ /ay, I live for ever. 

After I had pleaded many texts in the Old Teſtament, 
I began to enter the New ; and told them, that our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, the prophet, like unto Mo/es, held forth the 


lame doctrine that Mo/zs had done; for when a certain ruler 
came to aſk him which was the firit and great command 
ment (or how he expounded it) he told him the ſame words 


that Mo/es had ſaid. Hear, O 1/rael, the Lord thy God is one 


Lord, not three, and thou ſhalt /ave the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, c. And the ſcribe ſaid, Thou haſt anſwered 
right, for there is but one God, and there is no other but be, & 
Thin I mentioned the words of Chriſt, in the xviith of 
Jobn and ver. 3, as very remarkable and worthy of all their 
obſervation ; This is life eternal, to know thee the only true 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thon haſt ſent. And then 1 
turned my face directly to the prieſts (my proſecutors, who 
all ſtood on the right fide of the judge) Wo ſaid I, ſince 
the lips of the bleſſed Jeſus, which always yon the truth, 
ſay, his Father is the only true God} who is he, and who are 
they that dare ſet up another, in contradiction te my bleſ- 
ſed Lord, who ſays, his Father is the only true God ? 

And I ſtopped here, ta ſee if any of them would anſwer, ; 
but the power of God came over them, ſo that all theis 
mouths were ſhut up, and not one of them ſpake a word. 
So that I turned about over my left ſhoulder, and warned 
the people in the fear of God, not to take their religious 
ſentiments from men, but from God ; not from the Pope, 
but from Chriſt ; not from Prelates or Prieſts, but from 
the Prophets and Apoſtles. | 

And then I turned towards the judge and tald him, that L 


was the more convinced of the truth of what I had ſaid, 


from the words of my bleſſed Lord; who ſaid, Call no man 
Father here upon earth ; for one is your Father, even God. And 
call no man Maſter, for one is your Maſter, even Chrift. From 
hence, ſaid I, I deduce this natural inference, that in all 
things that are of a ſpiritual nature, we ought to take our 
religion from God and his prophets, from Chriſt and his 

99 | apoſtles, 
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apoſtles. It will be too long to mention all the texts and 
proofs that I made uſe of: I will only add one or two, as 


that of Paul, 1 Cor. viii. 4, 5, 6, where the apoſtle tells ue, 


There is no other God but one; for though there be that are called 
gods (as there be gods many, and ord, many ) both in heaven 
and earth; but to ur there is but one God, the Father, of whom 


are all "—_— ſo that I told them here was a plain demon- 
ſtration; for he fays, there is but one God; and tells us who 


that one God is, that is, the Father. And therefore no 


other perſon could be God but the Father only ; and what I 
had written in my book was the plain truth, and foundeq 
on God's own words, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me. 

In ſhort, I conld plainly perceive there was a general 
convincement through the court. The judge and juſtices 
of the peace did not like the proſecution; but ſaw plainly, 

that out of envy the prigſts had done it. I then began to fot 
before them the odious nature of that hell- born principle of 
perſecution, and that it was hatched in hell; that it never 
came from Jeſus Chriſt ; that he and his followers were 
often perſecuted themſelves, but they never perſecuted 
any ; that we had now a very flagrant inſtance of it in 
the papiſts at Thorn ; where they firſt took away the ſchools 
where our brethren the proteſtants educated their children ; 
then they took away the places of their religious worſhip ; 
then they put them in priſons; then confiſcated their 
eſtates, bd, laſt of all, took away their lives. 


Now we can cry out loud enough againſt this, and ſhew ) 


the inhumanity, cruelty and barbarity of it ; but, ſaid I, 
if we, who call ourſelves proteſtants, ſhall be found acting 
in the ſame ſpirit, againſt others, the crime will be greater 
in us than in them; becauſe we have attained to greater 
degrees of light than they. | 
ever, I told them, that I had put my houſe in or- 
der, and made np my accounts with all men as near as I 
could : and that as 4 owed no man here any thing, ſo I 
would not pay a penny towards this proſecution. And that 
I was ſure of it, that whatever fine they laid on me, or 
whatever hole or priſon, ſaid I, you thruft me into, I fhall 
find God's living preſence with me, as I feel it this day: 
And fo ended my ſpeech. | 
Upon this a juſtice of the peace, one Rupert Humpatch, 
got up, went to the judge, laid his hand upon the judge's 
oulder, and faid, My Lord, I know this man to be an 
bone man; and what I fay, I ſpeak not by hear- ſay, but 
experience; for I was his next door neighbour three 7 4 
s 3 Os 


— | ' — „ e 
Ge en 


©. 


The Trial of Mr. Elwall. 9 
Alſo, another juſtice ſpoke to the ſame effect. Then the 
judge ſpoke to me; Mr. Elwall, I perceive you have ſtu. 
died very deeply into this controverly ; but have you ever 
conſulted any of our reverend clergy, and biſhops of the 
church of England. I anſwered, Yes, I have; and among 
others, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury himſelf, with whom 
J have exchanged ten letters, viz. four I have had from 
him, and fix he had from me. [At which words, all the 
prieſts ſtared very earneflly.} Well, ſays the judge, and 
was not the archbiſhop able to give you ſome ſatifaction 
in theſe points, Mr. Elwall? I ſaid, No; but rather quite 
the reverſe; for that in all the letters I ſent to the arch- 
biſhop, I grounded my arguments upon the words of God 
and his prophets, Chriſt and his apoſtles ; but in his an- 
ſwers to me, he referred me to acts of parliament, and 
declarations of ſtate, &c. whereas I told the biſhop in 
one of my letters, that I wondered a man of his natural 
and acquired abilities, ſhould be ſo weak as to turn me 
over to human authorities, in- things of a divine nature : 
for though in all things that are of a temporal nature, and 
concern the civil ſociety, 1 will be ſubjed to every ordinance 
of man for the Lord's ſake ; even from the king upon the 
throne, down to the meaneſt officer in the land; yet in 
things that are of a ſpiritual nature, and concern my faith, 
my worſhip of God, and future ſtate, I would call no. 
man father upon earth, nor regard either popes or councils, 
prelates or 2 of any dencmination, nor convocations, 
nor aſſemblies of divines ; but obey God and his pro- 
phets, Chriſt and his apoſtles. Upon which the judge 
anſwered, Well, if his Grace of Canterbury was not able 
to give you ſatis faction, Mr. Elwall, I believe I ſhall not; 
and ſo ſat down and refed him; for I think he had ſtood 
up for near an hour and a quarter, | 
Then he ſtood up again, and turning to the prieſts, talk- 
ed ſoftly to them. I did not hear what he ſaid, or what 
they ſaid to him; but I gueſſed from what the judge faid 
next; for, ſays he, Mr. Elwall, you cannot but be ſenſible 
that what you have written, being contrary to the com- 
monly received doctrines of the church, it has given offence 
to ſome of your neighbeurs, and particularly to the clergy ; 
are you willing to promiſe, before the face of the country 
here, that you will not write any more on this head? I an- 
ſwered God forbid that I ſhould make thee any ſuch pro- 
miſe; for when I wrote this book, I did it in the fear of 
God; and I did not write it to pleaſe the church of Rome, 
nor 


10 The Trial of Mr. Elwall. 

nor the church of Enp/and, nor the church of Scotland; but 
to pleaſe that God ws ave me my breath ; and therefore, 
if at any time 1 find myſelf drawn forth to write in defence 
of this ſacred firſt commandment, or any other of the ten, 
I hope I ſhall de it in the ſame ſpirit of fincerity as I have 
done this. And I perceived the judge was not in any wiſe 
diſpleaſed at my honeſt, plain, bold anſwer: but rather 
his heart ſeemed to be knit in love to me; and he ſoon de- 
clared me acquitted: and then the clerk of the arraigns, 
or athizes, ſtood up, and ſaid, Mr. Ewall you are acquit- _ 
ted; you may go out of court when you pleaſe. 

So I went away through a very great croud of people 
(for it was thought there was a thouſand people at the trial) 
and having en long I was a-thirſt, fo went to a well 

and drank. Then I went out of town by a river-fide, and 
looking about and ſeeing no one near, I kneeled down on 
the bank of the river, and ſent up my thank offering to 
that good God ho had delivered me ont of their hands. 

By the time that I returned to the town, the court was up 
and gone to dinner; a juſtice of peace and another per- 
fon met me, and would have me to eat and drink with 
them, which I did; and afterwards, as I was walking along 
the ſtreet, ſome perſons hove up a great ſaſh- window an 
invited me-up to them; and when I entered the room I 
found ten or a dozen perſons, moſt of them juſtices of the 
peace ; and amongſt them a Prieſt, whom they called Doc- 
tor. One of the juſtices took me by the hand, and ſaid, 
Mr. Elwall, I am heartily glad to ſee you, and | was glad 
to hear you bear your teſtimony ſo boldly as you did. Yea, 
ſays another juſtice, and I was glad to ſee Mr. Elauall come 
off with flying colours as he did: Upon which the Prieſt 
faid (ina very bitter manner) He ought to have been hanged. 
I turned to him, and ſaid, Friend, I perceive thou def? not 
know what ſpirit thou art of : for the ſon of man came not to 
2 but to /ave: But thou wouldeſt have me deſtroyed. 
pon which. one of the- juſtices ſaid, How, now Doctor, 
did not you hear one of the juſtices ſay, that he was an 
honeſt man, and that what he ſaid, was not by hear-ſay, 
but by experience, and would you have honeſt men hanged, 
Doctor? Is this good doctrine? So that the Prieſt ſaid but 
little more for ſome time: So I took leave of the juſtices, 
and took horſe for Wolverhampton, for I knew there would 
be great joy in my family, for the common people all ex- 
pected to hear of my being fined and impriſoned. But a far- 
mer that lived near, who Rad heck upon the jury at Stafford, 


got 


be Trial of Mr. Elwall. 11 
pot to town before me, and the people went all up and aſked 
im, What they had done to Mr. £/well/? Have they put 
him, in priſon; He anſwered ** No, he preached there an 
«« hour together, and our parſons could ſay never a word. 
<c What muſt they put him in priſon for? I told our foreman 
of the jury, Mr. Zlævali was an honeſt man, and his father 
* was an honeſt man, I knew him very well,” fo they were 
all damped. But there was great joy in my family, and 
amongſt all my friends: Praiſes, living praiſes be attribu- 
ted to that good God who delivered meout of their hands! 
_ Chriſt never told us of that ſcandalous popiſh invention, 
of his human nature praying to his divine nature; but. 
like a true obedient ſon of God; ſubmitted to death, even 
| that cruel death which the hatred and envy of perſecuting 
wicked prieſts inflicted on him, becauſe he had ſo plainly 
and truly told them all their blindneſs, covetouſneſs, pride, 
and hypocriſy. And therefore God raiſed him from the 
dead; and for his faithfulneſs, God has exalted him to be a 
prince and a ſaviour to all thoſe that obey that pure doc- 
trine which God gave him to teach; that denying ungodli- 
wy and ſin ful lufts, aue ſhould live ſoberly and righteouſly in 
<J is world. 


en we are his diſciples tndted, when we do 
theſe things that he hath commanded. Then ſhall we be faved, 
not by the merits of Chrift, that is another popiſh inven- 
tion ; for he never did any thing but what was his duty to. 
do, and therefore could not merit any thing for others; 
but he taught us the true way to find acceptance with 
God, and was by doing the will of bis Father which 
is in heaven ; and therein he is the way, the life, becauſe 
no one cometh unto the Father, but by that way. 
Neither did he make fſatisfaftion unto God for us. It 
was impoſſible; and what God never required: But h v 
had no pleaſure in the death of ſinners, but rather that they 
ſhould turn from wickedni/e and live, out of the immea- 
ſureable height and depth of his love, directed our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift to teach mankind a never-failing way of en 
reconciled to God; and that was by ſincere repentance an 
| reformation. This was the goſpel, or good tidings, of 7z/us 
Chrifl, Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. He 
tells us, I am not come to call the righteous, but fenners to re- 
pentance; and by that beautiful excellent parable of the 
'F prodigal ſon, he illuſtrates the tender mercy of his God, 
and our God, of his Father and our Father, without any ſa- 
tis faction. The compaſſionate Father required none ät all, 
but humble confeſſion and ſubmiſſion, with ſincere repent- 


ance, 
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ance, and reformation, and then comes he beft robe, the 
ring, the ſhoes, and the fatted calf, to demonſtrate the pa- 
ternal acceptance without ſatisfaction or ſacrifice, but a 
broken and a contrite heart which he will never refuſe ; for 
he can as ſoon ceaſe to be God, as ceaſe to be merciful. 
And as to the vrinitarians, nothing is more plain, than 
that they feed u pon aſhes; a deceived heart hath turned 
them afide, becauſe they will not make uſe of thoſe rational 
faculties which God hath given them; nor ſay, Is there not 
a lye in my right hand ? otherwiſe they would never flatter 
the humble Jeſus, nor make the moiſt high God to be a 
plurality of perſons. | 

For as to the Holy Ghoſt (their third God) it is evidently 
no diſtinct perſon from God, any more than a man's ſpirit 
is a diſtinct perſon from the man; ſo that the Spirit of God 
is God's ſpirit; as is manifeſt from ſcripture and reaſon, 
Gen. vi. 3. My ſpirit all not always firive with man : 
And the ſpirit of God moved upon the face of tbe waters : 
And God ſaid, Let there be light, and there was light. And 
God ſaid, Let there be a firmament in the midſt of the waters, 
And God made all things by the word of his pewer. So that 
the word of God, and the ſpirit of God, are not diſtin& 
perſons from God, but the power of God, and the energy 
of God. So the word of a man, and the ſpirit of a man, 
are not diſtin perſons from the man, but the man him- 
ſelf ; if his word be falſe, or his ſpirit be wicked, the man 
is falſe and wicked. | | | 

The ſame degree of ſtupidity that leads trinitarians to 
call the word of God, and the ſpirit of God, diſtinct per- 
ſons, would lead them to call the wiſdom of God, the 
goodnefs of God, the love of God, the peace of God, the 
power of God, and mercy of God, diſtin perſons ; and 
make God to be a trinity of trinities; for it is certain, 
God is expreſs)y called by all thoſe names. 

But whoſoever goes about to father this abſurd and hor. 
rid doctrine of the trinity upon Je/us Chrift, do egre- 
giouſly abuſe him; who told us plainly, his Father was 
greater than he; and that he could do nothing of himſelf, 
which is a demonſtration that he is not God: For we are 
ſure God is omnipotent, and can do all things of himſelf ; 
being ſelf-exiſtent and independent, the ſupreme creator of 
the univerſe ; and in this it is, that the unitarians triumph 
as unanſwerable, believing in eus Chrift, who told us 
his Father was be only true God, John xvii. 3. 

P. S. By theſe laſt words of Chriſt, I myſelf was con. 
vinced many years ago. 

n 


